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The Asian Region consists of 48 countries. Nine
associations or societies of laboratory animal science
have joined the Asian Federation of Laboratory

Animal Science (AFLAS) . They are from China,
Chinese Taipei, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.
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AFLAS was established in 2003 and the first
congress was held in Nagasaki, Japan in 2004.
Thereafter, meetings were held every two yeas. The
latest 4th meeting was held in Taipei in 2010. ICLAS
supported the young scientist award, and ICLAS
Governing Board members were invited as speakers
of the scientific sessions. The next meeting will be
held in Bangkok, Thailand in 2012.

Regarding activities in Japan, the 10th Annual
Meeting of the Asian Association of Veterinary
Schools was held in 2010 hosted by Hokkaido
University School of Veterinary Medicine. The Asian
schools have animal welfare high on their agenda,
which is in agreement with ICLAS priorities. In May
this 2011, the Japanese Association for Laboratory
Animal Science (JALAS) published a Japanese
translation of the latest 8th edition of the ILAR
Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.
The ILAR Guide was translated because the Science
Council of Japan cited the ILAR Guide in the

Japanese Guidelines as an important reference. The
Japanese Guidelines and the ILAR Guide share the
concept of Performance Standards for promoting
self-regulation of animal experimentation.

In the South East Asia Sub-Region, Thailand has
been active as a geographic hub as well as a
laboratory animal science training center. IACUC
training for laboratory animal scientists was
provided via the Thai Association for Laboratory
Animal Science (TALAS) at annual meetings in
2009 and 2010. India continues to organize laboratory
animal science training activities and scientific
meetings such as the International Conference on
Laboratory Animal Scientists’ Association. In Sri
Lanka, training activities in compliance with the
FELASA Category C were organized with the
support of ICLAS.
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